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And ſuch was St. Paul, the Author of 
this Epiſtle, who, in the Beginning of this 
Chapter, ethorts the Hebre u, (to whom 
he eme to Brother Love and 
Charity, and to be conſtant and perſevering 
in the Exerciſe of this truly Noble and 
 Commendable Vertue, which he elſe where. 
affirms to be much more uſeful and ne: 
1 than * art ee. 
e EL C3 < | 
N wis ID 2 „Suben 10 Sigel 
5 Proper to our preſent Solemnity, one 
would think, ſhould be a Pregnant Argu-- 
ment to encourage us likewiſe, to endea- 
vour each others Good, being under the 
gation of a more than ordinary Tie, 
2 as Fellow-Chriſtians and Fellow-Citi> 
zens : ſeeing that by ſo doing, the Apoſtle 
very plainly doth 4 us in the Text, 
_ we preſent the moſt grateful and acceptable 
Sacrifice, r * in 1 
. Gop. TR £9 | 2 
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Ts 5 a dente 3 a to communicate, 
| > — « for with ſuch Sacrifices God it 
ell pleaſed. That is, We muſt not (eſpe- 
cially. on Publick and Solemn Occaſions) 
be backward in thoſe Acts of Charity and 3 
_ Friendſhip, whereby we may contribute 
any ways to Relieve the Neceſſities of our 
Brethren: Such neceſſary Deeds of Benefi- 
cence, or Bounty, being The greateſt of our 
— Chriſtian Sacrifices, and indeed much 
-more grateful and acceptable in the Sight 
of God, than all thoſe coſtly Hecatombs, 
that were the Profuſe and Laviſn Obla - 
tions, not only of the Heathen ; but the 
Jewiſh Rites. / And Gop himſelf hath 
plainly told us, by the Mouth of his Pro 
Phet. * — 6. 6. That he _ have: wee 8 
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fi ign a Plain Practical Diſcourſe, and ſhall 

| accordingly infiſt u e theſe Three Parti- | 
culars. 
. will men you weint the Apoſtie 5 
here means by ee good, and communica- 
Ling. 

i) | $condly, Iwill proye, that none 45 2 
4 and. 70 COMmMUNICEIE,. is a grateful. and ac- 
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* pee Sacrifice. in Sith © ag of Gon, and- 5 
truly Becoming our Chriſtian Profeſſion. 

_ «Thirdly and Laſtly, I will apply the 
3 whole to the preſent Solemnity:, that 
thereby You may be the better Encouraged 
to a Free and Generous Contribution to - 
wards your Poor and Needy Fellow-Citi- 
= 7zens; this being indeed one Principal End 
= andD Deſign of. theſe our Publick Meetings, 
our Great and Soleman an and Am: 
blies. CC -- 
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IS deity wich a Firſt * theſe C 1: 6 RY | 
To ſhew what the Apoſtle here means 
by doing Good, and. Communicating - Ta N 
woes g Xonuias wn. NN eee. Be not un- 
mindful of Good Works; but be ever wil- 
ing (as tis expreſt in another Place) to 
Diſtribute, ready to Share of your Good 
Things to the Needs and Neceſſities of the 
Brethren: to Proportion all your Acts of - 
Liberality and Bounty, according to thgſe 
Bleſſings that you enjoy in this Life, and 
not ſtudy to be Rich in large Poſſeſſions 
and Eſtates, but good Deeds; like true 
Stewards, faithfully Communicating thoſe 
Bleſſings committed to your Charge, tothe - 
| Nane and Support of your Fellow- 
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Chriſtians. . And this 8 — to im. 


port, not only a Promptneſs or Readineſs of 
Mind; but an actual Performance of this 
your Duty, and that too, according to 


the utmoſt Extent of "Your On”? and 


Power. 
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For if there be not Mo this „ Age 8 


preſſes it, 2 Cor. 8. 12.) Firſt of all a Ready 


Mind, and a true Generous Principle: If 


what y; do be not out of pure Defign to 


promotè the Good and Happineſs of others, I 


all your Acts of Charity and Mercy are 


little worth, while you grudgingly relieve 


the Neceſſities of your Neighbours, you 
do it meerly in Kindneſs to your ſelyes, 
and to get rid of their troubleſome Cla- 
mour and Importunity : And inſtead of 
gratifying their Requeſt, you, by the Do- 
nation, purchaſe much rather your own 
Quietneſs and Repoſe. As the Unjuſt Judge 


imthe Goſpel, St. Luk. 18. 5. To he nei- 


ther fear d God, nor regarded man, would 


nevertheleſs avenge the widow, rather than 


5 be rute with her continual noiſe. 


| It is the Chearfulneis and Ante of 
the Donour, that renders the Gift Accept- 
| nh 
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K ale He Ye gives kite. , IL as an 
as Twice give, and a ſingle Benefit, thus 
conferr d, makes double the Obligation. 
It ſhews indeed a Noble and Generous Spi- 
rit, and that what you do is not out of 
Pride or Phariſaical Oſtentation: neither 
out of a Deſire of popular Applauſe, nor 
the Hope of gaining a great Name or Re- 
pute in the World. No: This is nothing 


but Pageantry and Show, and makes Men 


ſhine but with a borrowed Luſtre. The 


1 | only way to Aggrandize and Magnify an 


Action, is the Circumſtance and Manner of 
doing it, and the Largeneſs of the Heart is 


beſt diſcovered * an oben 8 
Hand. : . 


1 as in all Acts of this 8 Feng 
ion never be wanting Readineſs of 
Mind; ſo ſhould you Proportionate your 
Charity and Alms according to that Power 
and Ability wherewith you are bleft from 

Above. You muſt not ſcant or confine 
your ſelves in the Communication of your 
good Things; but readily contribute to 
thoſe your Fellow - Citizens that ſtand in need 
of your Aſſiſtance and Support; As being 
"i well aſſur d with the Wiſe-man, . he Rn 
L. A E 


the Lord, and that which heigiveth mill he 
pay him again. Prov. 19. 17: That the 


Liberal Soul ſhall be made Hal, and that be 
that Watereth, ſhall be alſo Watered him- 
Jeff. Chap. 11. 25. And this likewiſe we 


havefron 


the Mouth of the Royal Prophet, 


Pal. T. 1. Bleſſed is he that conſidereth 


the Poor and Needy, ibe Lord will ſurely 
deliver him in the time of Trouble. And, 


in a Word, Gop hath promiſed, that he 
ſhall not only Flouriſn and Proſper in this 

Life; but hereafter ſhall receive that 
| Bleffed Sentence , . Mell done Good and 
Faithful Servant, enter thou into the Joy 
of thy Lord. A Glorious Reward indeed, 
of Great and Vertuous Actions, and truly 
deſerving our ſtricteſt Practice; ſince ac- 


cording to our Behaviour in this ref pea, 


we ſhall in that Day be either Jultifed, or 


bet aroma 


But on the e ( e on Pub- 


q lick and Solemn Occaſions,) when the 
Honour of ſo Great and Populous a City, 


wholly depends upon the Free and Liberal 


Temper of us, that are its Natives, whoſe 


Example alone ſhould raiſe -a Generous 
„ "onu- 


that hath Ana on chit Poor Jendeth to 
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1 pai among thoſe tl 
about us: I ſay, hen (at ſucha time at leaſt) 


we begin to growT.anguid;. Cold, and Re- 


miſs in our Duty, When inſtead of Loving 
our Neiglibours, as our Selves, we Love no 
Body, but our Selves: When e ee | 


once begins to take Root i 


and the Love of Mammon to grow more 


prevalent, than the Love of GOD. In 
ſhort, When our own Private Intereſts 


ſhall: out · ballance our Duty towards our 
Neighbours; Farewel then to every thing 
that is truly Honourable and Great: what 
leſs can we expect, tian a total Defection 
of Chriſtian Charity, and inſtead of Peace 
and Amity, what leſs than Diviſion and 
Confuſion? In as much as, that without 
the mutual Obligations of Love and Kind-. 
neſs, no Society can poſſibly Subfilt. And 
if thoſe Obligations are maintain d by = -- 
ciprocal Acts of Friendſhip, and Charity, 


then ſure it muſt follow, by neceſſary and 


unavoidable Conſequence, that the Con- 
ſtant Practice of this our Duty, vig. Of 
doing Good, and Communicating, is of In- 
| diſpenſable Neceſſity, and indeed the ſtrong - 
eſt Cement and See of ea ment. 
ties. 1 Fhs FE 7 3 
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4 10 
Ahe Aappinelz and Proſperity 11 the 
whole Body entirely depends upon a due 
Subordination of the Members; In which 
each Part does contribute, as much as init 
lies, to promote and ſet forward the Com- 
mon Welfare. And thus we ſee, what a 
Mighty Great and Controuling Influence, | 
this Noble and Generous' Vertue Carries Mm 
with it throu ghout the Univerſe: And 
therefore ſeeing it is of that Uſe andLmpor- 4 
tance to us; as we are allied by the more 
than Common Tie of Nature, and Fel- 
low-Citizenſhip ; were this, I fay, the 
only Obligation whereby we are bound, 
ſurely it muſt needs. be a great and con- 
vincing Argument, to Excite , and En- 
courage us to do Good, and to Communi- 
cate to each others Wants, tho the Apoſtle 
had never acquainted us, that by ſo doing, 
We offer up a Sacrifice of a fweet ſmell. 
ing Savour, e NOT. Acc as in the 
Ab. of God. DUET, 


II. Which a me to „the Second Thing 
propos d, Namely, to prove, That thus 20 
do Good, and to Communicate, is a Grate- 
jul and Acceptable Sacrifice in the 'Sight of 
" and *** — our Chriſtian 
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; pa Fi this I 1 1 
make Eyident and Plain, from Arguments 
drawn, Firſt, From pie Sr 2nd amor gk | 
from Scripture.” e ee ab | | 
Firſt, from Ren And | firſt of all, 
That which renders us moſt like, and cau- 
ſeth us to reſemble the Divine Perfections 
moſt, can't but make us appear Grateful 
and Acceptable i in the Sight of G eb To 
= imitate his Infinite Goodneſs ,'is to imi- + - 
tate his moſt Darling and Beloved Attri- 
1 in which he takes the greateſt Com- 
placency and Delight. For what elſe, 1 
fain would know, could induce him to 
Create ſuch a Noble and Glorious Order of 
Things, and Beautify and Adorn it, after 
To ſtrange and wonderful a manner, to aſ- 
ſign the Reaſoning Faculty to Mankind, 
and on him alone to ſtamp his Royal and 
Divine Image, To give him Dominion over 
the works of his — and put all things ' 
in Suljection under his Heer? What could 
cauſe him, when by the Fatal Revolt of 
our Firſt Parents, we were lapſed from 
our Primitive Innocence and Integrity, 
and thereby faln from a State of Happineſs 
and a into a State of Miſery and 


Death; 5 
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